





“MWR keeps Sailors and Marines entertained”


�


Sailors and Marines take a break and relax at a Steel Beach Picnic by driving golf balls off the fantail.  MWR provided many opportunities for people to unwind.  Photo by PHAA Patrick Kearney.





ABOARD USS PELELIU- The Sailors and Marines of Amphibious Assault Ship USS Peleliu (LHA 5) and the 13th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) have plenty to keep them busy.  Fortunately, not all of it is work.  The Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) team on USS Peleliu have ongoing events to help keep Sailors and Marines entertained.


     The ship’s “Fun Boss”, Nicky has an MWR event scheduled almost every day of the week.  He plans everything from sumo suit wrestling to video game tournaments, from BINGO to karaoke and Cinema-at-Sea to driving golf balls off the fantail of the ship. 


     “The hardest thing about planning all the MWR events is getting the word out to all the Sailors and Marines,” said Nicky, “most people just don’t hear about what is scheduled.”


     Some of the regular events are karaoke every Saturday at 8 p.m. on the mess decks and Sunday at 8 p.m. in the wardroom.  Bingo is held every other Friday at 8:15 p.m. on Closed-Circuit Television (CCTV) on channel 2 and Cinema-at-Sea every other Friday at 8 p.m. in the 


Hangar bay. 


     The “Fun Boss” also has some kind of tournament scheduled every Wednesday at 8 p.m. on the mess decks.  Sometimes it is a card or board game, and other weeks it may be a video game tournament. 


     The recent Steel-Beach Picnic, held after the Crossing of the Line Ceremony, was a huge success for MWR.  “We had the sumo suits out, people were smacking gold balls off the fantail, and a lot of people also brought their own forms of recreation,” Nicky said.  “We held some spur-of-the-moment events such as Hacky-Sack or people simply tossed footballs and Frisbees.  A few folks even fished off the stern of the ship, and the ship’s band played for everyone.”


     “I really enjoyed watching the band,” said Boatswain’s Mate Third Class Kevin, “plus the sumo suits are always fun.”


     “We also have a lot planned for an upcoming port visit,” Nicky said.  MWR is scheduling all kinds of tournaments including wrestling, basketball, golf, pool, sand volleyball, flag football, and paintball.  “We also have softball teams set up and are trying to arrange some soccer,” he added, “the ship’s band will be playing, plus we recently confirmed that a USO show is scheduled.”


    In addition to all the events that MWR schedules, Marines and Sailors may also come to the “Fun Boss’” office, located in the weight room, and check out games, fishing gear, sports equipment, and DVDs… all free of charge.


     “I think MWR is working.  We are definitely affecting morale in a positive way,” Nicky said.  “The more people participate, then the higher the morale will be.”


     The “Fun Boss” is always looking for new ideas for future MWR events.  “I think we definitely need more picnics and swim calls,” said Nicky, “that would certainly raise morale.”


     “Karaoke is my favorite MWR sponsored event because I love to sing,” said Kevin, “but I think we need more video game tournaments with different sports games.”


     Nicky not only wants suggestions, but would also like to know what MWR events you think have worked.  


     He also recommends that Sailors and Marines let the Commanding Officer know via her suggestion box how they felt about events that have taken place on Peleliu.  “The CO’s suggestion box is not only for complaints, but is also for suggestions and positive remarks,” Nicky said.  


    For more details, contact MWR at x-5604.


